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Bamboo Sea and Reed Marshes
By Jolina Cheng

Composed by Weiyan
Translated by Mingfu Liu

Born and grew up in ancestral
home upstream Yangtze River,
famous for its bamboo forests
literally bamboo sea.
Built my own nest downstream
Yangtze River,
famous for its vast reed marshes
by the river bank.
Bamboo sea or reed marshes, they
are all my homes.
After all, they are nursed by the

same river.

Though living overseas in senior
years,
I am still as energetic as [ was

in my younger ages.
The passion for Chinese classical
poetry

has become even stronger,
Feeling more enthusiastic

in promoting this heritage and
treasury.
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Author's Bio: My ancestral home
is upstream Yangtze River, south-
ern part of Sichuan Province of
China, famous for its well known
bamboo forests literally bamboo
sea, A Five A Cultural Heritage
and Tourist Site awarded by the
United Nations. Even now when-
ever recalling my childhood, I still
feel the taste on my tongue tip of
the delicious bamboo ginseng or
bamboo sun (Phallus indusiatus, a
fungus of Phallaceae family) and
the clear, cool and sweet spring
water. That is where I was born
and grew up as a child and a
youth. Then I left my hometown
for studies, first in the county's fa-
mous Changning Women's Junior
High, and then in the province's
Jiang An High School. I graduated
from Guiyang Normal College
(now Guiyang Normal University)
in early 1960s. From that point on,
I started to dedicate myself to
teaching for the rest of my life,
from one school to another, from
Sichuan Province to Guizhou
Province, and finally in my middle
age came to Jiangsu Province and
reunited with my own family, and
took  teaching positions in
Changzhou Institute of Technolo-
gy till retirement in later 1990s.
To the south of Yangtze River are
regions of waters and lakes, na-
ture's rare treasures. The season
between Spring and Summer is
particularly beautiful - webs of
rivers, lakes and ports, fishermen's
singing in the evening, travelling
These

spectacular scenes are picturesque

boats in reed marshes, ---

and make people think they are
dreaming in fairylands. This is my
second hometown. Time flies,
many years have passed since I
immigrated to Canada. I am still
the same person, loving my moth-
erland, loving my hometowns. I
have many dreams coming back
to the bamboo sea, and the vast
reed marshes. This is my home-
sickness, the connection that will
never break, as Novalis stated, it
is "the urge to be at home every-
where." 1 love to make friends,
teach Chinese language, play an
active part of literal associations,
run newspapers and magazines. It
is my great pleasure and honour to
make contributions to Chinese lit-

erature and Chinese community o-

verseas.
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Homesick Song

Ronald Zhang
Translated from Ronald
Zhang'Chinese poem, &: % i

I look at the Moon in mid-Autumn
night in the foreign land,

The full Moon is so beautiful, but
my heart is like loose sand.

My dear Fraser River, flowing for-
ever without a stop,

Can you do me a favour, send my

nostalgia to homeland?
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