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The Black Horse of Time
By Gutu

The horse is galloping forward
But I am looking back

The wind is coming from its ears
Blowing away my hair

The deciduous withering days

Are falling down in all seasons

Before the occurrence of Death

The chains of Time

Have been clattering during the ordeal of Fate

The faceless Time is unremittingly
plunging to the west

Sinking into the earth, fossilized to coal
I extend my hand to the dark for the
switch of light

Failing to find one

Only Mother’ s eyes shed a light on me
On the other side of the Ocean
Her gray hair has become a waterfall



hanging down from the top of the
green mountain

Right after this moment
I use a whip to lash myself
Like an iron sickle striking the flint

Ignite me, My Love
On the arrival of cold winter

Or utilize your hidden moisturizer
(From whichever welling eye)
To grind the ink stone
And write the inscriptions of our life

Oh, the one that’ s riding the horse with me
Time will be, like horse manes, lapsing
through our fingers
Please hold on tight to my soul
(Together with my childhood” s apples and potatoes)
But don” t be like me
Looking back
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Dark Matter

We planted two trees very close,
so close that when the wind enters the courtyard,
it has to turn sideways to pass.

When the north wind came that year,

the one on the right bent first,

bearing most of what was sharpest,

as if blocking a stray rumor for someone,
then each returned to its own stillness.

Last year, when hail struck,

the left one leaned half a step,

sheltering the other’ s roots.

Without looking at one another,

it seemed almost a whisper: we are still here.

They collide at times.
Branches crack, brief and sharp.
We hear it, yet cannot bear to interfere.

When rain falls, all sounds are forgiven.
Leaves shiver together,

like hands clasped tightly in the dark,
then gently released,

as though the earlier collision

had only been to confirm

that the other was still breathing.

We never see beneath the ground

how they continue to intertwine.

We see only, in the air above,

how they press closer and closer.
The quietest corner of the courtyard
has never truly been empty.

Between the two trees

lies a space lighter than wind
yet heavier than a vow,
allowing them, again and again,
to remain standing here.
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Falling for Philosophy in Midlife
——Judy (Canada)

Anxiety rises like the tide, quietly striking at night

I ask philosophy: What is serenity?

It is neither hurried nor restless, only offering silence
letting me see myself clearly with each breath

Investments sway like the market, unpredictable

I ask philosophy: What is true value?

It gently replies: Not gold, not silver

but the lamp of balance within, illuminating reason and peace

Midlife is the insight after ups and downs



Philosophy knocks softly at the door of the pages
telling me: anxiety can ease

material wealth can stabilize

and life can still be poetic and free
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Brother and Sister Gaze at Each Other

Photographer : Hendy Wu, Reviewer: Zhiguang Wang,
Translator: Mingfu Liu
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The diagonal line from the top right to the bottom left divides the brother and sister
into two triangular sections. Their eyes meet—one looking down, the other up—illus—
trating a deep bond of sibling love as seamless as milk blending into water.

A stroller, seemingly placed casually yet deliberately beside the sister, symbolizes a
familial connection, eliminates any sense of distance between them, and deepens their
blood ties.

The folds of the background curtain resemble vertical lines that stretch the depth of
the scene and transform a flat image into dynamic interactions of hearts and emotional
spirits.
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Read the Micro, Think the Macro (106-110)

By Tian Duan
English Translation by Ranbel Sun & Landy Sun
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Blood Vessels

Roots spread through my body,
Like rivers across the valley.
I am a port in this village,

Watching ancestral oars
Fork in, fork out — branching far away
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Worker

The assembly line grows more and more modernized.
You operate it mechanically, making yourself
A component of the machine
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Soldier

Your mission in this world is to prepare

To circulate blood
Between mother and land
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Artist

Deformed, discolored, and rearranged,

You deliberately wreck the landscape.

Yet you are praised, never condemned;

No one accuses you

O0f selling people, things — even the land
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Merchant

Hump by hump, the peaks of online traffic

Bear heavy loads.

The bazaar fades, migrating toward the Gobi.

For things once exchanged — like a smile —

Will they atrophy like appendices, become rare fossils?
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The peace will light the darkness.

A1 RE S BRI

We long for peace, not battles fought.
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All the world s a stage, And all the men and women merely players...
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WOMAN

A flower, beautiful and bright

Not only to be admired, but patiently nurtured
No flowers blooms forever

Leave no regret!

Like flowing water, gently rippling
a river cannot exist without its bed.



Even when small streams trickle on, lakes and rivers
still send ripples and waves across their surface.

A book to be read with care

as each chapter slowly unfolds
Sharing the feelings of its hero
Until the curtain gently falls

Ah! woman, a cup of wine rich with endless aftertaste
Ah! Woman, a goddess worthy of reverence and devotion
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