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Daddy's Waves

By Mingfu Liu
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This prose poem is written with tears, in memory of the author’ s loving
father.

That year,

I just turned eighteen.

I was going to a different province to buy breeding minks.
I carried a cage,

walked towards the bus station.

Looking back,

you were gently waving to me.

I felt

your concern.

That year,

at the airport in Calgary, Canada,

I was seeing you off to your homeland.
You walked through the security,
turned around,

slowly raised your hand, waving to me.
I felt

your expectation.

But this time,
a few days after Mama’ s pass on,
you suddenly became



exceedingly frail.

I set out early to return to Canada.
You walked me to the street gate.
Tremblingly you raised your heavy hand,
waved to me.

I felt

the pain in your heart.

I did not know at all
this turned out to be the last time
you waved to me.
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Peace, To Him

By Judy (Canada)

A poet does not stand above the crowd
More often, he sits among the dust
listening to those sighs

that pass silently between people
still waiting to be spoken

When the world measures strength by noise
he chooses instead a quieter voice—
sanding down the sharp edges of words
until they no longer wound

but draw gently near

to the rhythm of a human heart

Peace, to him

is not a distant flag

nor a sentence recited aloud

It is a lamp

left burning late into the night
for someone he may never know



He writes of rivers

not to remember borders

but to let the water keep moving
He writes of the sky

not to divide directions

but to help birds forget

the need to belong

Some say poetry is too light

to carry the weight of the world
Yet it is precisely this lightness
that keeps the soul from falling
that allows a person

standing in the deepest fracture
to still lift their eyes upward

And so the poet writes again and again

using gentleness to reach what is hard

using silence to pass through noise

letting language grow white branches and leaves
that spread quietly

over every wound

covering

healing

growing

And if one day

hatred forgets the road that led it here
perhaps it will be because

someone, unseen

kept watch for the world

guarding that small spark

of tenderness

that refused to go out
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Farewell to Poet Yan Li

By Judy (Canada)

You are gone
in a sudden instant—poetry
loses its final signature on the page

The wind still blows

the moon remains in the human world
the lights of New York Line

softly illuminate old books

From this moment on

when we read poetry

we also read you

in a farther realm of clouds and water
You write with starlight as ink

a poem of unfinished human verses
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Bamboo

They rise from the same earth—
mist-veiled peaks, sunset—gilded fields,
or courtyards carved in stone and jade.

Yet on the ascent toward the heavens,

why do other trees

grow scarred and contorted, spiraling inward,

while bamboo alone

pierces the sky, cleaving through the primal void,
its body clear and green, each joint ringing true?
Above, it braces the ancient dome;

below, it lifts a newborn lineage through its roots.

It must have long understood:

the climb to heaven is never swift;

only an emptied heart can pierce illusion

meeting obstacles with resolve that climbs, joint by joint.
Straightness comes not from force, but from a quiet resilience——
holding thunder in silence,

letting the winds pass through without a trace.

Even when struck by blades of wind and axes of frost,

it answers the vastness with the sound of torn silk.

Other trees greedily thirst for sunlight——
each bud rushes to sprawl into tangled branches,
every bough a shackle tightening on the trunk.

But bamboo, unhurried,

each upward ring inscribes a cloud-line,

each new height unfurls a feather of green.

By the time twilight snow settles on the thousand hills,



its roots have lengthened into the backbone of a dragon.

Such is great wisdom—

concealing edge within gentleness,

transforming growth into resilient strength,

letting triumph dissolve into Zen meditation.

And when ten thousand trees lie shattered,

it alone stands in the highest winds, listening for the phoenix.
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A Poison Tree

I was angry with my friend;

I told my wrath, my wrath did end.
I was angry with my foe:

I told it not, my wrath did grow.

And I watered it in fears,
Night & morning with my tears:
And I sunned it with smiles,
And with soft deceitful wiles.

And it grew both day and night.
Till it bore an apple bright.
And my foe beheld it shine,
And he knew that it was mine.

And into my garden stole,

When the night had veiled the pole;
In the morning glad I see;

My foe outstretched beneath the tree.
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The Sick Rose

0 Rose thou art sick.
The invisible worm
That flies in the night
In the howling storm

Has found out thy bed

Of crimson joy,

And his dark secret love
Does thy life destroy.
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Love’ s Secret

Never seek to tell thy love,
Love that never told can be;
For the gentle wind does move
Silently, invisibly.

I told my love, I told my love,

I told her all my heart;
Trembling, cold, in ghastly fears,
Ah! she did depart!

Soon as she was gone from me,
A traveller came by,
Silently, invisibly

He took her with a sigh.
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