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September Is the Cruelest Month
— In Tribute to Those Who Have Nurtured Generations of Talent
By Beita (Jb¥%)

How many branches stand bare and empty?
How much fruit has ripened,

grown fully ripe, and fallen?

And how much has fallen

before it ever had the chance to mature—
pecked and wounded by birds from beyond,
hollowed out by worms from within.

September is the cruelest month.
And how many branches

have poured all their strength
into nurturing a bountiful harvest,
only to be weighed down,

bent to the breaking point,

and pressed into the dust

beneath their very own fruit?

81



Wi
SCER/RIA (RED

ARLEIR D

1767 R I K
MBI AT
ik —AN e

e 1 O

AR

— [l — [l e oI O
1R

R IRHE
R, PIREAT R

. & H. BE. i
A RE
R A Jie e Bl

37

Bt RETR
TAHN

1 — 1
KA )
(EESFSIBES
Efld2eflac

RO M X
SLEK A HOT
TR P
et

82



Whirlpool

Sitting by the brook

Water from afar

flows to my knees

stirring a whirlpool

Its mouth gapes open
bottomless, unseen

Coil after coil, it spirals downward
around an invisible axis
Light things are flung away
The heavy, swallowed down

Green woods, golden moon, white snow, pink butterflies
and the sky

fall into the spinning

distorted

Does distortion belong only to me

I do not know

A shift in angle

a change in the refraction of light

but I know this

they remain themselves

I dip my pen into it

Ink spreads through the water
drawn deeper by the current
Spinning
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Farewell to Poet Yan Li
By Judy (Canada)

You are gone
in a sudden instant—poetry
loses its final signature on the page

The wind still blows

the moon remains in the human world
the lights of New York Line

softly illuminate old books

From this moment on

when we read poetry

we also read you

in a farther realm of clouds and water
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You write with starlight as ink
a poem of unfinished human verses

85



X e
B /REE (NEBEER)

1. KW

M T GETE?
H%

W=

Autumn Rain

Alone in old age, why grieve?
Still striving
For a second bloom

2. WY

e 71
HIE? 6
B

Cicada Song
The rooster crowds

To Herald the dawn? No
Calling the hens over

86



3. 1H&
MR AR
fiRé
2
Chance Encounter
Bees gather flowers

and make
honey

4. ¥F
i

oo I

Poem

In the mist
Looking at
flowers
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Compassion for the Farmers (Two Poems)
By: LI Shen (Tang Dynasty)
Tr. Liang CHEN (US)

A word aright,

A world apart.

The Spoil Variant:
Rue the Serfs: A Duo

I

In Spring seed a grain,
In Fall thousands gain.
No land left to waste,
Yet serfs starve in vain.

I

Hoes in high noon broil,

His sweat spots the soil.
Who’ d heed, mid their spoils,
Each grain bears serf toil.
The Literal Variant:

Rue the Peasants: A Duo
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